Woodland Park Area Dude and Guest Ranches

by Steve Plutt

In an effort to remember past Guest Ranches in the Woodland Park area, I have compiled a list
with short profiles of the resorts that I know existed here.

First of all though, there is a
difference between a “Dude
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Ranch” and a “Guest Ranch”. wu ma
Dude ranches are typically
working ranches where guests
participate in the everyday
operation of a working cattle
ranch, while guest ranches were
not engaged in the cattle business
but rather a recreational resort with

many activities included such as
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The Little River Dude Ranch at
Salida is having
Saturday night.
Knights are wi@ering
and low-down music for which the
band is locally famous.

another dance
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tennis, swimming, golf etcetera.

All of the resorts in the Woodland Park area that I have listed in this profile were, by definition,
actually Guest Ranches. Paradise Ranch owner Frank Snell for example, always instructed his
employees to never, ever refer to the ranch as a “Dude Ranch” or guests as “Dudes”. He insisted
on “Guest Ranch” and “Guests”. He felt that the word “dude” was an contemptuous description

of his guests.
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In Colorado and other states, the dude and guest
ranch industry started in at least the 1890s when
ranch owners began opening their “spreads” to
traveling tourist as they passed by. They offered
true western hospitality by allowing them to stop
over, spend the night and fed them. Soon they
allowed the tourist to hunt and fish on the ranch
or just go for a horseback ride. At some point,
the visitors started paying the ranchers for these
things and a new industry was born.

In our Teller County/Woodland Park area, the
Skelton Mountain resort was the first example of

a guest ranch. Some accounts credit the Skelton
as the first Dude Ranch in the State of Colorado

but that s1mp]y just isn’t true as the Little River Dude Ranch in Salida goes back to at least 1892.




Besides the immediate Woodland Park area, there were

guest ranches all over Teller County and down Ute Pass L a Zy 55 (-ll‘\T
along with north of Teller in the Westcreek and Deckers RANCH

area.

at Gilletts, Colo., near Cripple Cresk

A few examples are the Brockhurst Dude Ranch and the
Jo-Mac Ranch in Green Mountain Falls. In Chipita Park
was the Chipita Park Camp. In Divide was the Golden
Bell Dude Ranch and Rainbow Valley while further
south in Gillette was the Lazy S guest ranch. In

Florissant was the Blue Mountain Ranch and Sanborn Home Cooked Meals—dining room always open
Western Camp. Also in Florissant was the well-known SMORGASBORD Sunday evenings
and notorious Wildhorn Dude Ranch. North of Teller Modern Individually Heated Cabins
was the Shady Brook Ranch and the Saddle String Nossonchle Rates en Amaricen or
Euwropean Plans

Ranch.
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Guest Ranches in the Woodland Park area were very WINTER ADORESS R re—
popular in the 1950s, ‘60s and even into the ‘70s. But :m-ou w&': i
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the culture in our area changed and the western life

) Your Hostr. Helen snd Cheddy Thompsen
experienced on these resorts waned.

I thought that this primitive bio on these places might help preserve their place in Woodland Park
history. ~Steve Plutt



