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   Elizabeth Betsy Forster was born on December 23, 1886  
in Georgetown, South Carolina. Her parents, Charles and  
Fairinda Forster were very well known and respected. Betsy’s  
mother Fairinda was distantly related to George Washington  
and her father Charles was a 1874 graduate of the Virginia  
Military Institute.  
   Her grandfather was Dr. Alexius Forster, III. Dr. Forster  
was a large South Carolina plantation owner before the  
Civil War. Immediately prior to the War, he was a signer  
of the Ordinance of Secession which enabled South Carolina  
to succeed from the Union in 1860. During the war, he was a  
2nd Lieutenant with the 7th Battalion, South Carolina Reserves  
(Confederacy). According to the South Carolina Department  
of Archives and History, Dr. Forster for a while owned the  
Friendfield Plantation which is a 3,305-acre property whose  
history dates c. 1750 until 1946. First Lady Michelle Obama’s  
great-great-grandfather was a slave on this plantation. 
   Betsy enrolled in nursing courses at Union Memorial Hospi-
tal of Baltimore, Maryland and graduated in 1912 at the age of 
26. She then went on and furthered her nursing education at  
Johns Hopkins University where she studied public health nursing. 
   After John Hopkins, in 1913, Forster was hired by the Visiting Nurse Association in Colorado Springs and 
after two years was made a nursing supervisor. FYI, the Visiting Nurse Association was Colorado’s first home 
healthcare agency and still exists today. It is Colorado's oldest and largest home health care provider. 
  It was while employed at the VNA during the flu pandemic that Laura Gilpin’s mother Emma hired Betsy to 
care for Laura. The two ladies really hit it off together and developed a deep friendship. At the end of 1918, 
with Laura now fully recovered, Betsy left to work briefly for the Red Cross but maintained her relationship 
with Laura. She returned to Colorado Springs in 1919 and resumed her employment with the VNA as a  
supervisor. 
    In 1930 Betsy and Laura went on a camping trip out west.  While motoring their Buick through the Navajo  
Reservation they happened to run out of gas. Betsy stayed with the car while Laura started walking to find a 
filling station. While Laura was gone, a group of Navajo’s found Betsy with the stranded car and gave her  

Betsy, August 1946 

Continued on Page 2 
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water and kept her company until Laura came back. They instantly developed a friendship with one another, 
a bond that would remain with both Betsy and Laura for the rest of their lives. 
   Betsy continued to work at the VNA 
until 1931 when she took a position 
as a public health nurse in Red Rock, 
Arizona for the New Mexico Bureau of 
Indian Affairs. Laura also moved there 
to live with Betsy and photograph her 
and her work with the Navajo’s.   
That job lasted until 1933 when she 
returned to Colorado and went to 
work with the Emergency Recovery 
Administration in Fairplay, Colorado,  
working there until January of 1936.  
The ERA was a Federal program  
established by President Roosevelt in 
1933 and was dissolved in December 
of 1935.  
   In 1935, both Betsy and Laura were 
living at the Gilpin Family cabin in 
Woodland Park while Betsy worked in 
Fairplay. Even though the Great  
Depression had ended in 1933, the 
couple struggled financially. That was 
when they decided to go into the  
turkey business. Laura had done so 
well in it before, they started the 
Friendfield Turkey Farm in Woodland  
Park. For the next few years that business thrived and succeeded. They raised thousands of turkeys and sold 
and shipped them to customers all over the United States.  
   The farm did well but in 1939 they shut it down. They operated a guest house until 1942 when Betsy went 
back into nursing during World War II and Laura went to work as a photographer for the public-relations  
department at the Boeing Company in Wichita, Kansas. 
   In August of 1944 Betsy was diagnosed with acute encephalitis and later polio. Her health deteriorated and 
she was declared legally incompetent. She was then moved to her sister’s home in Nebraska. Laura insisted 
on caring for Betsy herself but the two were not recognized as a married couple.  
   In 1945, Betsy mostly recovered and her mental incompetency was voided. She and Laura sold their Wood-
land Park acreage to Bishop Kennedy of the Grace Episcopal Church of Colorado Springs. The church then 
formed the Thunderbird Church Camp. Laura and Betsy moved permanently to Santa Fe, New Mexico, where 
the town was tolerant and accepting of the gay couple.  
   In Santa Fe, Betsy remained too ill from polio to do much of anything. Laura wrote books on photography 
and kept earning money from commercial photography as well, although they both struggled financially.  
   Betsy’s health continued to go downhill and Laura was now in her 70s and facing her own health problems. 
In the fall of 1971, after a 50 year love affair, Laura was forced to place Betsy into a professional care home.  
She died there just a few months later on January 1, 1972. She is buried in Evergreen Cemetery, Colorado 
Springs.   

The Gazette & Telegraph, November, 1937 

Continued on Page 4 
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Thank you to ... 

Our new and renewing  
Family and Associate  Patrons 

 

Scott and Teresa Allen   
Betsy Anderson * David and Jayne Baldwin  
David Barnes * Michael and Marie Bartol  

Cindy Bills *  Margaret Blume * Marsha Carra  
 Kellie Case * Charlie Chambers * Kathleen Clifton  

 Joan Compton * Stan and Vicki Cook * Marilyn Cummins 
Hildred Davis * Curtis Dewey-Spiker * Paul Edwards  

Stephen Elak * Esch Family  * Karen and Doug Gilliam  
Charles and Pamela Giraud * Kathy Gue  
Paul and Janice Hamlet * Don Hamilton 

David Hanna *Christine Hansen * Thomas Headlee  
 Jim and Evelyn Irving * Sue Janicki  

Irving and Joyce Johnson * Billie and David Kilman  
Pat Kimble * Callie and Jacob Knapp * Merry Jo Larsen  

David Martinek * John McClelland * Sue Ann Meals  
Mike and Lori Moon * David and Lynne Murray  

Terry and Daniel Odell * Kathi Ogrodny * Doris Palmer 
Jason Pearce * Dale and Judy Perkins * Bill Phelps  

 Trevor Phipps * Steve and Kim Plutt   
Toni Busch Ratzlaff * Ramon and Renarose Ranoco  

Inez Ripley * Keith and Mary Anne Sheldon  
Brooke and Karolyn Smith * Joanne Smith  

 Julie Snyder * Benjamin Spiker-Dewey 
Lisa and Steve Stanton * Kathy Stockton  
 Steve and Andrea Storrs * Jean Taylor  

Anita and Avis Wallace * Bill and Janice Ward   
 Dan and Nancy Woods * Jonathan Woods 

 
Our Benefactor Patrons 

 
Michele Gatewood 

Frank and Gail Gerig 
Bob and Suzie Graf 

Donna and Tom Hatton 
Jim Huber 

Doug and Debby Hydeman 
Pat Hyslop 
Jody Jones 

Mary Kokosky 
Dick and Jane Lass 

Mike and Kathryn Lockwood 
Mel and Sally Riley 

Jean Rodeck 
Susan Schmidt 

Glenn and Lois Sill 
Gene Sperry 

Doug and Marianne Young 

 
Our President’s Club 

 
Debby Bloch 

Doug and Debby Hydeman  

 
Special thanks to our 

      Historical Club Patrons 
 

Scott and Merry Belford 
Larry Black  

 CORE Electric Cooperative  
Christian Keesee Charitable Trust 

Kirkpatrick Family Fund 
Newman and Bonny McAllister 

National Endowment for the Humanities 
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Our Business/Supporting  
Patrons 

 
John Bell and Lisa Bonwell 

Cynthia Chandler 
Jay Harshe 

Historic Green Mountain Falls Foundation, LLC 
Ellin Jensen 

Carol Lindholm  
Eric Swab 

Teller County Farmer’s Market Association  
Teller-Park Conservation District 
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 Continued from Page 2 

Forster’s Friendfield Plantation in South Carolina 

   This narrative just scratches the surface of the work Laura and Elizabeth did on the Navajo Reservation. It 
also just barely touches on the photography awards earned by Laura. 
   It does, however, give an insight into the lives of two remarkable women that for a while lived in Woodland 
Park and ran their turkey farm. I’m sure no one living here today has neither heard about nor remembers this 
couple or their farm.  Hopefully this essay will secure their place in Woodland Park’s history. ~Steve Plutt~ 

Laura Posing with One of Her Live Turkeys Mrs. John Billy Teaching Betsy to Weave, 1932 
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Happy New Year from our board of directors! 

2023 was a great year for the Historical Society. Our film, Dude 
Ranches in the Shadows of Pikes Peak was produced and shown at 
the local Theater in Woodland Park to sold out audiences several 
times. It was well received. The film was part of our effort to share 
our local history with a larger audience. DVDs are available in our Gift 
Shop for $25 + tax. Patrons receive 10% off most items in the shop.  
It is also available for streaming at:  
https://vimeo.com/ondemand/duderanches . 
 

We are currently working on a second film The Mighty Midland and the Towns it Built. It will be ready to see 
this Spring. Check our website for updates.   
Along with the success of the film, the Gift Shop and the summer book sales in Green Mountain Falls were 
impressive. Thanks to Judy Perkins and our volunteers for the great work this year! 
  
The Ute Pass Historical Society lost one of its most dedicated volunteers, Paul Loyd, in January 2023. Paul 
was the Photo Librarian and served on the Board for over 15 years. He was one of our most charitable bene-
factors, giving every time he was asked. He is greatly missed.  

This is the placard on the bear proof trash cans in Memorial Park. 
Paul Loyd donated them in UPHS’ name. 

The DVD Dude Ranches in the Shadows of Pikes Peak 
is available now in the UPHS Gift Shop for $25 + tax. 

Patrons receive 10% off most purchases in the Gift Shop.  
Credit cards accepted! 
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Thanks to our  
Amazing Volunteers! 

 
David Barnes * Cindy Bills * Larry Black  

Charlie Chambers * Claudia Eley * Donna Finicle  
 Doug and Karen Gilliam * Suzie Graf * Pat Hyslop  

Merry Jo Larsen* Jane Lass 
Mike Lockwood * Marla Lopez  

 Dale and Judy Perkins * Trevor Phipps  
Steve and Kim Plutt * Jean Rodeck  
 Renee Rowcliffe * Darlene Ruth   

 Monica Shaney * Julie Snyder * John Yantorno 

UPHS recognizes our  
Honorary Lifetime Patrons 

 
Larry Black * Paul and Patricia Crowson  

 Jack Davis * Donna Elder  

 Claudia and Jim Eley * Donna Finicle * Anne Foster  

Bob and Suzie Graf 

 Sandy and Daniel Lampe * Dick and Jane Lass 

Gary and Anna Litchenberg   

Betty Merchant  * Mel McFarland  

George and Jeanne Parkhurst  

Mel and Sally Riley * Claude Wiatrowski  

Ingredients 
 
 1 1/2 cup flour 

 2 t. Baking Powder 

 3/4 t. Salt 

 1 1/4 cup sugar, divided 

 3 large Eggs 

Cranberry Ricotta Cake 

 

 1 1/2 c. Whole Milk Ricotta Cheese 

 1/2 c. Unsalted Butter, melted 

 1/2 t. Vanilla 

 1 1/2 c. fresh Cranberries, divided 

Sugared Cranberries 

Combine 1/2 cup granulated sugar and 1/2 cup water in a medium saucepan over medium heat. You are    

basically making a simple syrup. Stir until the sugar is dissolved.   

Stir in 1/2 cup of cranberries until well coated. This step is quick so don’t let the cranberries hang out in the 

simple syrup pool for too long.   

Use a slotted spoon and transfer the cranberries to a wire rack to cool and dry up to an hour.   

 
Preheat oven to 350*F. Line a 9-inch round cake pan with parchment paper; grease.  
Combine flour, baking powder, salt, and one cup of the sugar in a large bowl.  
 
Whisk together eggs, ricotta, butter and vanilla in a separate bowl; fold into flour mixture. Fold in one cup 
of the cranberries, and spoon into prepared pan.  
 
Bake in preheated oven until golden brown and a wooden pick comes out clean, about 50 minutes. Cool in 

pan on wire rack 20 minutes. Remove from pan.  

Once the cranberries are cool, work in batches and roll the cranberries around in more granulated sugar. 

Once that’s done, you can top the cake! 
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Funding for these grants has been provided by  
Colorado Humanities, the National Endowment for 
the Humanities (NEH) as part of the American  
Rescue Plan (ARP) and the NEH Sustaining the  
Humanities through the American Rescue Plan 
(SHARP) initiative.  

Have you ever considered volunteering? We 
are always looking for new volunteers:  

History Park tour guides, gift shop coverage, 
cleaning and building maintenance. 

Available only at the Ute Pass Historical Society Gift Shop 
2024 14-month Pictorial Calendars!  

Green Mountain Falls and Ute Pass Edition 
$14 + tax 
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Ute Pass Historical Society 
& Pikes Peak Museum 

P.O. Box 6875 
Woodland Park, CO 80866-6875 

Dedicated to preserving and sharing the history of Ute Pass families and communities since 1976 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Office Telephone:  719.686.7512 
      

  Email: uphs@utepasshistoricalsociety.org 
Website: utepasshistoricalsociety.org 

 

UPHS is a 501 (C) (3) non-profit organization 
 

                       THANK YOU! 

The Ute Pass Historical Society’s Board of Di-
rectors is grateful to our loyal patrons  

and enthusiastic volunteers. Without your 
generous financial contributions and  

dedicated volunteer service, we would not 
exist.  Thanks to all of you for supporting our 
mission to preserve and share the history of 

the families and communities of the Ute Pass 
area of Colorado.   

It is an honor to serve you! 

                      

 
 

2023 Board of Directors 
 

Donna Finicle, President 
Mike Lockwood, Treasurer 

Suzie Graf and Jane Lass, Secretaries 
Pat Hyslop, Board Member 

Jean Rodeck, Board Member 
Renee Rowcliffe, Board Member 

Julie Snyder, Board Member 
Merry Jo Larsen, Board Member 
Trevor Phipps, Board Member 

Charlie Chambers, Board Member 
Anita Wallace, Board Member 

 
 

Committee Chairpersons 
 

Finance and Budgeting: Mike Lockwood 
Newsletter/Patronage/ Gift Shop: Judy Perkins 

Curator: Katie Davis Gardener 
Bookkeeper: Anita Wallace 

 

2024 UPHS Patronage Renewal 
Form Enclosed! 


