Hello Judy and Juno,
As I looked for information, is found that my collection of Camp Elim information is pretty slim.  My interest was strictly of Earl Ewing who founded Camp Ewing, which as you know is what Camp Elim is today. Prior to that the camp was Colorado College’s geological camp. I never could find an obituary or bio on Mr. Ewing but below is what I’ve compiled from many different news articles.
Earl Elmer Ewing was born in Lockridge, Illinois on October 28, 1879. Brown eyed Earl who stood at 5 feet 5 inches tall, married Mattie McCaffrey (she went by the name “Polly”) on March 14, 1900 in Denver.  “Polly” was born in Independence, Kansas on April 7, 1882. 
Earl was quite well known in Colorado Springs. In his early life he was a railroad telegrapher for the Denver & Rio Grande Railroad. He was for five years the Colorado Springs City Clerk. After that, he served for 12 years as the postmaster there. He held other offices too such as the Deputy Secretary of State in Colorado from 1941 - 1946, elected State Treasurer in 1950 - 1956, he celebrated his 79th birthday in 1958 serving as State Auditor.  He was also appointed to the Board of Control of State Homes for the Aged in his later years. He retired from public life in 1958 at his ranch in Ignacio, Colorado. 
Earl Ewing was also the general manager/superintendent of the cog railway. 
He was very active in several different groups and organizations in Colorado Springs including as both State Commander of the American Legion and local Post Commander of the Colorado Springs Post. He was also and a member of the limited AdaMan Club, inducted in 1938.
[image: ]Earl was also a aviation enthusiast. He built and attempted to fly his first airplane at the young age of eleven.  Earl was one of the developers of the land that became Peterson Field in Colorado Springs. He helped to begin air mail service in Colorado. He was one of many that helped raise the money to buy airplanes to use on the Cheyenne to Pueblo airmail route. He and three other friends established the Pikes Peak Flying school in Colorado Springs. He helped start air shows in the springs too. 
Earl was known as the “Flying Postmaster” and is in the Colorado Aviation Hall of Fame. A veteran of the U.S. Army serving during World War I, Earl died at the Trinidad State Nursing Home on February 3, 1974. He is buried in Bayfield, Colorado.  Here is a 1930 photo of Earl who is standing third from the left.
[image: ]I have a little bit about John Walden who with Ken Baird founded Camp Elim. John was born in Centerville, Iowa on September 1, 1905.  He married Frances “Nan” DeBauge (11-7-1898 – 2-24-1996) on November 25, 1931.  John and Nan were residents of Colorado Springs since 1938. After caring for children in their home, they founded the Colorado Springs Christian Home for Children.  He was a teacher and the minister at the Southside Bible Chapel in Colorado Springs. 
John died in Colorado Springs on June 6, 1979. Here is a 1946 photo of Mr. Walden. 

Also, attached is a copy of the official deed on file at the Teller County Court House that transferred land from Smokey (U.S. Forest Service) to the Camp on October 13, 2017.  This transaction was for a total of 40.48 acres. On October 26, 2017 an additional exchange took place for another 16.66 acres for a grand total of 57.14 acres. 
After this deal was finalized, the camp said “How kind of the Lord to give us 57 acres….” when it was actually the United States taxpayer via the government who provided this 57 acres to Camp Elim.
Sorry I don’t have anything on the camp other than what is on their website.  I do know that the CCC built quite a number of the structures in the entire Manitou Park area.
---Steve Plutt 



image1.jpg




image2.jpeg




